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Dear readers, 
 
Welcome to the September edition of Insights of Pakistan, Iran 
and the Caucasus Studies (IPICS), where we embark on a journey 
to explore diverse facets of these rich and multifaceted regions. 
As we examine the contents of this edition, we are presented with 
a tapestry of research articles that shed light on various 
dimensions of linguistic paradigms, historical narratives and 
developmental initiatives. Each piece of scholarship contributes 
to our collective understanding of the intricate relationships and 
dynamics within and between these regions. 
 
The first article, authored by Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer, 
navigates the linguistic landscape shared by Iranian, Afghan and 
Uzbek societies. This study takes us through an insightful 
analysis of the linguistic similarities and nuances present in 
Persian, Dari, and Uzbek Southern languages. Dr. Zaheer’s 
exploration illuminates how linguistic connections can provide 
insights into shared cultural heritage and the potential for 
enhanced intercultural exchanges. 
 
Continuing our exploration, Dr. Muhammad Asim presents an 
intriguing examination of the differing Indian perspectives 
surrounding the Junagarh accession within the context of the 
Indian Independence Act of 1947. By dissecting these 
perspectives, Dr. Asim invites us to contemplate the complexities 
of historical narratives and their impact on contemporary 
viewpoints, thereby deepening our comprehension of the 
historical underpinnings that shape the region's geopolitics. 
 
Shifting focus to developmental endeavors, the collaborative 
work of Dr. Muhammad Asim along with his virtual subordinates 
Tariq Saeed and Junaid Ali offers a comprehensive study on 
advancing Balochistan’s local markets through railway projects 
within the framework of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC). This research underscores the potential transformative 
effects of infrastructural initiatives on regional integration and 
economic prosperity. Their analysis encourages us to examine 
the interplay between local and global dynamics in shaping 
developmental strategies. 
 
As we peruse these articles, we are reminded of the 
interconnectedness of regions that might seem distinct at first 
glance. The threads of history, language, and development weave 
together intricate narratives that shape the past, present, and 
future of Pakistan, Iran, and the Caucasus. By delving into these 
topics, we not only enhance our academic understanding but also 
contribute to the broader discourse surrounding these regions. 
 
At IPICS, we are committed to fostering a platform that 
encourages intellectual exchange and collaboration. The research 
presented in this edition embodies our vision of promoting 
insightful and thought-provoking studies that bridge 
perspectives and cultivate meaningful dialogues. We extend our 
gratitude to the authors whose dedicated research enriches our 
understanding of these regions. 
 
Warm regards, 
 

 Dr. Shumaila Arzoo 
RMR Representative in IPICS 
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